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SOME FORGOTTEN TOWNS 
IN LOWER SOUTH CAROLINA. 

By Henry A. M. Smith. 

CHILDSBERRY OR CHILDSBURY. 

On 14th July, 1698, a tract of 1,200 acres was granted 
to one James Child. 1 The land granted was on the Eastern 
bank of the Western branch of the Cooper river, at a point 
designated in the later documents referring to it as "The 
Strawberry" or "Strawberry." It probably or possibly had 
that name before the grant to Childs, but the writer of this 
article has never been able to positively assure himself of 
that fact by any anterior evidence. From an early period 
in the eighteenth century it was so known and it has retained 
the name of "Strawberry" to the present day. The grant 
bounded to the South on the lands of M". Aphra Coming, 
afterwards known as "Comings T" or "Comingtee" and to 
the North on the estate called "Mepkin" which had been 
granted to the three Colleton brothers, Sir Peter, James, 
and Thomas, and which finally vested in James as the last 
survivour of the three. 2 

From a clause in the will of James Child he would appear 
to have come from Coleshill in the Parish of Augmondi, 
County of Hertford, England. At any rate he owned a 
house and lands there. 

To the tract of 1,200 acres James Child added the fol- 
lowing grants, either contiguous to or in the near vicinity 
of the 1,200 acres, viz: 

800 acres granted 1" June, 1709.' 

100 acres granted 8 Sept., 171 1.* 

100 acres granted 21 March, 1715/16.° 

500 acres granted 19 October, 17 16.* 

'Off: Secy. State Grants, vol. 38, p. 364. 

2 S. C. Hist. & Gen: Mag:, vol. 1, p. 330. 

'Memo. Bk., vol. 4, p. 118. 

4 Ibid. 

'Grant Book, vol. 39, p. 189. 

'Ibid. 
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Exactly when James Child laid out the Town there ap- 
pears to be nothing to show. There is no plan of it in 
existence that the writer has ever seen. It was located at 
the bluff on the river, called the Strawberry Bluff, and must 
have been laid out at or prior to the 25"" September, 1714, 
for in the deed from "James Child of Childsbury Town 
"Yeoman" to "Stephen Sarrasin Merchant" he sells some 
seven town lots which "appear by the Towne Piatt dated 
"25 September, 1714.'" By this deed James Child con- 
veyed seven lots, each containing an half acre, viz : three 
front lots, numbers 8, 9, and 10, and four other lots, num- 
bers 20, 21, 28, and 29. The streets named on which these 
lots bound are Craven street, Mulberry street, and Church 
street, and some lots must have been already sold as these 
lots also bounded on the lots of John Moore and Marks 
Holmes, The proviso is added that if two houses are not 
built on the lots within one year, then the lots would revert 
to James Child. 

James Child died about August 29, 1720, (the date when 
his will was probated). By his will, which was dated 29 
October, 1718 s he describes himself "of Childsbury Town 
"on Western Branch of Cooper river." By his will he 
gave an acre and a half in the town for a Church or Chapel 
and a burying place for the inhabitants of Childsbury 
Town ; a square in the middle of the town as shown on the 
plat for a market place; and lot number 16 to trustees for 
a free school, with a house for the schoolmaster, the trus- 
tees to employ a learned schoolmaster to keep a grammar 
school to teach Latin to boys and children until prepared 
for a college or university, and to teach English 
to children, and "to learn them to write and keep 
"accts. by Arithmetic" the children of all the inhabi- 
tants of the western and eastern branches of Cooper River 
who contributed to the ferry and causeway to have the 
benefits of the school provided the parents should send 
firewood for their children in winter, or pay two shillings 
and sixpence Carolina currency per annum to the school- 
master. He further gave " a square of land upon north- 

7 M. C. O. Charleston, Bk. O, p. 287. 

«Prob: Ct. Charleston, Bk. 1671-1727, pp. 137-142. 
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"westernly of the ferry street" "with two acres and a halfe 
"of land Butting on the River Bay," and the marsh land 
between the Bay and the river as shown on the town platt, 
to trustees for a college or university, when any pious and 
charitable persons should think to put it to that use. He 
also gave all the rents of his Luckins plantation whereon he 
then dwelled, commencing from September, 1718, and also 
£100 with which to build a school house; and also £500 as 
security for a salary for the schoolmaster, the interest to 
be paid every six months in Carolina currency. To the 
inhabitants of Childsberry Town he gave the commoning 
and pasturage of 600 acres of land provided each lot owner 
put in only two cows, with power to the lot owners to elect 
a hayward ; and gave the hill by the tanhouse and the river 
bay, containing one hundred acres, to build upon in time 
of war, a citadel for the defence of the town. 

The town must have assumed some position during the 
life of James Child or shortly after his death, for on 15 
February, 1723, an Act was passed" which recited that 
James Child had by his will given 500 acres for a com- 
mon adjoining "the town commonly called Childsberry" 
and also £600 to be placed at interest for the support of 
a free school, and also a place for a market in the town, 
and that "the inhabitants of the said town are very much 
"incommoded as well for want of certain market days in 
"each week to be appointed for Childsberry town" as for 
want of public fairs to be held there at least twice a year &c. 

The Act then provided that public open markets should 
be kept in Childsberry every Tuesday and Saturday in the 
week without payment of any toll for three years, and that 
two fairs should be kept annually in May and October. 

On 9 th December, 1725, an Act was passed" "for estab- 
lishing a Parochial Chappel of Ease at Childsberry to the 
"Parish Church in St John's Parish." This Act recited 
"that James Child, deceased, and several others of the said 
"parishioners have voluntarily and generously subscribed 
"to the building a Chappel of Ease to St. John's Parish, at 
"a place commonly called Childsberry, and have accordingly 

'Stats, at Large of S. G, vol. 3, p. 204. 
"Ibid, p. 252. 
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"built the said Chappel at their own charge," and further 
provided that the chapel so built should be taken as a Chapel 
of Ease to the Parish Church, and that the rector of the 
Parish should celebrate service therein every fourth Sunday 
during the year. 

The Chapel so built was of brick, the parishioners having 
subscribed "a considerable sum" 11 and the same building 
stands to-day near Strawberry Ferry, on the ground orig- 
inally given by James Child. 

In March, 1731, according to the Council Journal of 
the day, a petition was made by the "Trustees of the free 
"school at Childsbury Ferry praying that the Several Leg- 
acies left the said School may be united and Consolidated" 
and on 9 June, 1733, an Act was passed 12 reciting the 
gifts made by James Child in his will of £500 current 
money for a free grammar school at Childsbury and f 100 
in like money and a lot for the school, and that several 
gentlemen in the Province had raised £2,200 in like money 
to be added to M r . Child's legacy, and the Act then declared 
the following trustees of the school and fund, viz : Hon : 
Thomas Broughton, Lieut: Governor; Rev". M r . Thomas 
Hasell and Anthony Bonneau, John Harleston, Nathaniel 
Broughton, Thomas Cordes and Francis Lejau Esq". 

The trustees were to meet at least once every three 
months at Childsbury and to fill any vacancies among them- 
selves. No one could be a trustee who had not subscribed 
£100. 

With all this the town seems neverthless to have soon 
practically disappeared as such. 

During the lifetime of James Child a part of the 1,200 
acres granted him seems to have gone by the name of 
"Luckens" or "Luckins" plantation or farm and by his will 
he gave this 'Luckin's Farm" to his grandson, Robert Dix, 
with a proviso that if he died in infancy then the plantation 
was to go to the testator's grandson, William Child, son of 
Isaac Child. 

Robert Dix did die in infancy, without issue, and Isaac 
Child, the father of William Child, by his memorial 

"Dalcho, p. 267. 

"Stats, at Large, vol. 3, p. 364. 
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on 1 6 Febry., 1732, claims as the property of his 
son and himself 500 acres called "Luckens plantation" part 
of the "Strawberry land," 477 acres known as the 'Straw- 
berry bluff" adjoining the river, 123 acres called "Oak 
Grove" part of the "Strawberry Land" and 100 acres called 
the "Parsonage" also part of the "Strawberry plantation" 
which tracts together, making 1,200 acres, were granted to 
James Child on 14 July, 1698, and are "well known by the 
name of the 'Strawberry plantation.' "" In the same me- 
morial he claims also for his son William the 600 acres 
(part of the 800 acre grant) devised by James Child for 
a commons; and in the memorial of William Child himself 
made 9 Sept'., 1737," he claims the 1,200 acres or "Luck- 
en's Farm" and the 600 acres called the "Commons." 

In 1736, William Child advertises in the Gazette, requir- 
ing all persons to whom M r . James Child, of Childsberry 
Town, had sold lots, to produce their titles. 

From all which it appears that the Town had decayed 
and the lot owners had abandoned their lots ; and that there 
being no one to use the commons, occupy the lots, or walk 
the streets, the devisees or heirs of James Child had retaken 
the property. The "college or university" died with the 
drying of the ink on the parchment (or paper) of the will. 
The testators' zeal for education was also evidenced by his 
bequest of all his books and surveying instruments to that 
son of his son Isaac who should become a Latin scholar, 
and if none of his sons should so succeed, then they were 
to go to begin a library in the school house. 

The name of Childsbury also disappeared and the town 
site became a part of a plantation. The earlier name of 
Strawberry reasserted itself and has continued. 

In 1748 the ferry is granted and called as Strawberry 
ferry and has ever since been so known. The Chapel has 
always been called, as it still is, Strawberry Chapel. Of 
all that James Child sought to devote to the public use 
there seems to have taken effect and continued, only the acre 
and a half for a chapel and burying ground, and for a time 

"Off: Hist: Comm: Memo Bk. 4, p. 18. 
"Ibid, Bk. 3, p. 189. 
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at least the school house lot, and to neither even of these 
has his name continued to be attached. 

The burial ground around the Chapel is still in use. 

"Beneath the giant oaks that shade with their majestic 
"wings the Strawberry burial ground repose the ancestors 
of many of those who own property in the Parish." 15 The 
property so held by James Child subsequently covered four 
plantations on the river, viz : Rice Hope, Strawberry Ferry, 
Clermont and Elwood. D r . Irving in his "Day on Cooper 
River" states that it was at Childsbury that the British 
forces in the Keowe expedition were landed from their 
transports and marched under Governor Littleton : and that 
at the same place Col. Wade Hampton took fifty prisoners 
and burned four vessels laden with valuable stores for the 
British Army quartered near Biggin Church. 16 

At Strawberry Ferry — i. e. the plantation of that name 
— says the same writer; the "Strawberry Jockey Club" 
used to hold its annual meetings. The club having been 
dissolved in 1822, the race course was ploughed -up and 
converted into a corn-field. 

The exact location of the town and its position with re- 
gard to the river cannot be given, for so far as the writer 
knows there is no plan now in existence. From the de- 
scription of lots in the deeds and other references, it appears 
to have been on "Strawberry Bluff" on the river on part 
of the 1,200 acre grant. The name is spelt differently in 
the documents and the printed Statutes. The correct form 
was probably Childsbury, altho' pronounced and more fre- 
quently spelt Childsberry. 

ASHLEY FERRY TOWN. 

Sometimes called Butler Town and Shem Town. 

At a very early date a ferry was established over the 
Ashley River at the point later known as Bee's ferry and 
where the present railroad bridge of the Atlantic Coast 
Line Railway crosses the river. 

In 171 1" an Act was passed establishing the ferry and 

"Irvine's "Day on Cooper River," (1842), p. 10. 

"Ibid, p. 23. 

"Statutes of S. C, vol. 9, p. 19. 
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laying out a road through the land of M r . Shem Butler, on 
the South side of the river to be the road and landing place 
for the ferry. On the North side of the river the road and 
landing place were on the plantation of Landgrave Edmund 
Bellinger (the second Landgrave of the name) then or 
afterwards called "Stony Point" or "Rocky Point" from 
the outcrop of the marl near the surface of the land on the 
river bank. 

Several grants had been made to Shem Butler of land 
at that locality, viz : 

15 July, 1703, 18 418 acres 

16 July, 1703," 1,332 acres 

5 May, 1704," 700 acres 

Exactly upon which of these grants the Town was laid 
out cannot well be ascertained. The existing copy of the 
"Model" or plan simply says it is on land previously granted 
to Shem Butler, deceased. The same map states also that 
the map was made in September, 1724, by the desire of 
Shem Butler, but apparently after his death. Shem Butler 
left a will, dated 9 October, 17 18, which was probated 9 
May, 1723, about which date was the date of his death. 21 

By his will, Shem Butler directed all his property to be 
equally divided between his children and his wife, and ap- 
parently the division as made among them was after the 
Town was laid out, as after that date the lots are found as 
owned by different distributees. 

On 12 July, 1732, his widow, Esther Elliott (who had 
married since Butler's death, William Elliott) conveyed to 
Daniel Cartwright twelve of the Town lots at Ashley River 
Ferry. 21 On 14 June, 1745, Joseph Butler, one of the sons 
and devisees of Shem Butler, conveys to Benjamin Whit- 
aker eleven lots in "Butler's Town" on the South side of 
Ashley river. 

Daniel Cartwright, on 27 Nov., 1738 23 conveys to John 
Steel, vintner, lot No. 90 at Ashley River bounding on 

18 Off: Secy. State Grant Bk. 38, p. 431. 

"Ibid. p. 432. 

""Ibid, p. 450. 

a Prob: Ct: Charleston Bk. 1722-1724, p. 168 

ffi M. C. O. Charleston, Bk. T, p. 453. 

M Ibid, Bk. S, p. 325. 
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Broad street "the said lot is bluff to the river," and on 26 
Novr., 1739, 24 conveys to John Lee, Chairmaker, lot 81 at 
Ashley River Ferry. 

In the release from Joseph Butler to Charles Crubin 4 
April, I732, 25 it is "Ashley River Ferry Town (called by 
the name of Butlers Town)" and so also in the release 
from Joseph Butler to John Biggs, Blacksmith, 26 April, 
I732. 2 " In the Release from Elizabeth Bellinger to Charles 
Pinckney, 4 Jany., 1743, 2 ' the lot is styled as situate in 
"Shem Town, als Butler Town, at the ferry on Ashley 
river. On the copy of the map of the town in the posses- 
sion of the writer it is styled "Shem Town." 

On 15 Febry., 1723, an Act was passed entitled "An Act 
"for settling a Fair and Markets in Ashley River Ferry 
"Town in Berkley County for the better improvement of 
"the said Ferry, it being a principal Ferry leading to 
"Charleston." 

This Act provided that public and open markets should 
be held in Ashley River Ferry Town every Wednesday and 
Saturday without toll for three years, and that two fairs 
should be held annually on the first Tuesday in May and 
last Tuesday in September, and that a majority of the in- 
habitants and residents should purchase and establish a 
public market place in the town. 28 

By an Act passed 22 Sept r . 1733'" a grant was made to 
Edmund Bellinger of the right to maintain the ferry called 
"Ashley Ferry" from Stony Point, he having for several 
years maintained a causeway leading to the ferry. 

To what extent the town grew it is now impossible to say. 
There were transfers of lots between parties and as late as 
1 75 1 William Cattell in his will dated 8 August 1751 s0 de- 
vises a "House at Ashley Ferry." Probably there was 
always there the usual tavern, inn, or rest house for travel- 
lers over the ferry with a blacksmith shop, and general store, 

"Ibid, Bk. V, p. 424. 

"Ibid, Bk. K, p. 32. 

2, Ibid, p. 47. 

"Ibid, Bk. A.A., p. 71. 

"Statutes S. C, vol. 3, p. 217. 

'"Ibid, vol. 9, p. 82. 

S0 Prob: Ct. Charleston, Bk. 1752-1756, p. 15. 
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the usual accompaniment of such places, but the place is not 
mentioned as a town in any of the descriptions of the prov- 
ince at or near that time and seems to have soon lost all 
claim to being a town. In December, 182 1, 31 the ferry was 
granted to Joseph F. Bee, and for many years prior and 
subsequent to i860 was generally known as "Bee's ferry" 
in contradistinction to the ferry over the Ashley River 
from the City of Charleston, where the bridge now stands. 

The map annexed to this article is from an old copy of 
the map of the Town. 

It was at this ferry that occurred the incident related in 
James's Life of Marion, where Col. Benjamin Thompson of 
the British Army (afterwards Count Rumford) with a view 
of crossing the river for the purpose of surprising and 
capturing General Greene, who was at his headquarters a 
few miles higher up the river, ordered his cavalry to swim 
across. The tide was at ebb and the banks on each side 
miry. Upon the protest of his next in command Major 
Fraser, that it was impossible, the attempt was directed to 
be made by a sergeant, the best trooper and swimmer in the 
corps, but in the attempt the horse was drowned and the 
sergeant himself barely saved, and the attempt to cross 
abandoned. 

ST. ANDREWS TOWN. 

This was a small projected town laid out contiguous to 
the Parish Church of St. Andrews and not far from Ashley 
River Ferry Town, on the south side of Ashley River. 

On 12 October, 1701, a grant of 38 acres of land had 
been made to Francis Fidling. This 38 acres, Francis Fid- 
ling, on 24 February, 1701, transferred to Thomas Rose 
and by several mesne conveyances this 38 acres, together 
with a house and lot at Ashley River ferry, commonly called 
Ashley Ferry store, adjoining the 38 acres, with two or 
three acres of marsh land adjacent, became vested in 
Thomas Dymes, under whose will his executors sold the 
whole on 22 May, 1734, to William Cattell. 3 * Thereafter 

"Statutes at Large, vol. 9, p. 510. 
M M. C. O. Charleston, Bk. O, p. 128. 
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William Cattell laid out the Town on part of the 38 acres 
under the name of St. Andrews Town. 33 

It was very near Ashley River Ferry Town or Butler's 
Town, being separated from it only by the road to the ferry 
landing place and a comparatively narrow strip of land, 
part of the landed property of Shem Butler, which went 
to his eldest daughter, Elizabeth Butler, who married the 
second Landgrave, Edmund Bellinger, and after his death 
Thomas Elliott. 

The town, although laid out by William Cattell, was not 
all on his 38 acres. A part of it was on a tract of 140 
acres granted to Francis Fidling, 14 August, 1701, and 
which had become vested in Abraham Waight, who on 22 
July, 1 703, conveyed it to Charles Jones. 34 So that a certain 
number of the lots in the projected town belonged to William 
Cattell and a certain number to Charles Jones. 

Cattell on 6 th May, 1735, 35 conveyed to John Haydon, 
Cordwainer, lot N°. 30, and on 15 March, I736, 3 " to Jane 
Monger lot N°. 2 in St. Andrews Town, the deed in each 
case stating there was a building on the lot conveyed. 
Charles Jones, on 1 1 June, 1 748,^ conveys to Elizabeth Ful- 
ler three acres in St. Andrews Town, bounding West on 
High Street and South on the King's High Road, and on 
6 th March, I7S5, 38 Charles Jones (to whom the land had 
come from his father, Charles Jones, deceased) conveyed 
to Elizabeth Fuller 25 acres immediately adjoining. In 
1739 William Cattell conveys to Elizabeth Fuller a lot in 
St. Andrews Town 38 and a little earlier Charles Jones con- 
veys to her lots 1, 14, and 15, in the same town." 

Beyond the model of the Town and the record of trans- 
fers of lots on it, and the evidence from some of the deeds 
that there were houses on some of the lots, nothing appears 
upon the record concerning the Town. It is doubtful if its 
existence ever went much beyond its plan. Any reason 

'"Ibid, and Book V, p. 207. 

34 M. C. O. Charleston, Book P. P., 448. 

3! Ibid, Bk. O, p. 128. 

""Ibid, Bk. V, p. 207. 

'"Ibid, Bk. D. D., p. 149. 

'"Ibid, Bk. P. P., p. 448. 

'"Ibid, Bk. X, p. 136. 

'"Ibid, p. 127. 
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for a town at that point would have applied more strongly 
to the adjacent Ashley River Ferry Town, immediately at 
the ferry, and there was not sufficient demand for a town 
to support one at the latter point. 

The map is taken from an old copy in the possession of 
the writer, which recites that the original was made 22 
May, 1734. 

addenda. — The following extracts from the South Caro- 
lina Gazette, August 9 and 16, 1760, show "Shem Town," 
to have been at that date, a place at least large enough to 
accommodate the General Assembly; at that time small-pox 
was an epidemic in Charles Town, and the Cherokee Indians 
had renewed hostilities. 

So. Ca. Gazette, August 9, 1760. 

''On Wednesday last his honour the lieut. governor was pleased 
to adjourn the general assembly til! Wednesday next (the 13th 
instant), then to meet at Shem-Town, Ashley-Ferry, in order that 
all our representatives (many of whom have been prevented from 
attending by the Small-pox) may assist in deliberating on affairs 
of the greatest weight and importance to this province at this 
crisis, which require as well the fullest house as dispatch." 

S. C. Gazette, Aug. 16, 1760 
We hear from Shem-Town, Ashley-ferry, that a bill has been 
brought into the commons house of assembly there, and had two 
readings, for forthwith raising a regiment of 1000 men to act 
against the Cherokees * * *— EDITOR. 



